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phase, by contacting sample with disrupting buffer comprising 
protease and cationic surfactant, and binding 
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NOVELTY - Obtaining (M) nucleic acid from a biological sample and binding 

the nucleic acid to a solid phase, comprising contacting the biological 

sample with a disrupting buffer (I) containing a 

protease and cationic surfactant (II) , 

optionally substantially neutralizing the cationic 

surfactant, and binding the nucleic acid to a solid phase, is new. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - An INDEPENDENT CLAIM is also included for a 
kit comprising a protease, a cationic 

surfactant, and a second surfactant which neutralizes the 

cationic surfactant, or a protease, a 

cationic surfactant, a non-ionic surfactant which 

permits the binding of a nucleic acid to a solid phase in the presence of 
the protease and cationic surfactant, and a 
buffer with a high salt concentration. 

USE - The method and the kit are useful for isolating and 
releasing nucleic acids from biological 

samples, and binding the isolated nucleic acid to a solid phase. 

ADVANTAGE - The method and the kit reduce the time needed for sample 
preparation, decrease potential safety risks posed by multistep procedures 
that require repeated sample manipulation, and/or provide high integrity 
(i.e. minimally degraded) high molecular weight nucleic acid. The method 
and the kit also obviate the need for additional equipment to physically 
or mechanically disrupt tissue. 
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N.W., Washington, DC, 20005-3315 
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CAS INDEXING IS AVAILABLE FOR THIS PATENT. 

AB The invention relates to compositions and methods for isolating nucleic 
acids from biological samples, including whole tissue. The invention 
also provides kits for isolating nucleic acids from biological samples. 

CAS INDEXING IS AVAILABLE FOR THIS PATENT, 
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